
THE LAW AND SIN
Romans 7:7‑13
Since God was so concerned that we die to the law, does this mean that the law is sinful? This is a logical question presented by the critic of justification by faith. Surely, they reason, such a view of the law treats it as being sin. But just the opposite is true. The summary of the Apostle is, "Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good." The law is holy because it comes directly from God. It is also a revelation of the very character of God. It could not be anything less than holy. The law is also just. Every precept and commandment of the law is right for man. No man can ever justly appeal that some precept of the law is unfair or unjust. The law is also good. It is good because it has the good of man as its only goal. God gave the law for the good of man. Man's highest interests would be served by him keeping the law of God. Anytime he violates the commandments of God, he acts to his own hurt. There is nothing wrong with the law.

If the law is not sin, what then is the relationship between the law and sin? The Apostle sets forth this relationship by reciting his own experience with the law. At what point in his life did the Apostle have this experience with the law? Was it after or before his conversion? Though this is not really important in understanding the message of the passage, obviously this happened before his conversion. It may be that the Apostle is sharing with us the very experience that led him to Christ as Savior and Lord. This may be his account of what we commonly call "conviction". The law of God is often used by God to shatter the self‑sufficiency of the sinner and to draw the sinner to the Lord Jesus. This is what the old theologians called "law‑work". Three important aspects of this law-work are set before us.

THE LAW REVEALS THE PRESENCE OF SIN
Man is easily deceived. He is very adept at even deceiving himself. He can convince himself that he is free of any sin. At one point in the life of the Apostle Paul, he seems to have so deceived himself that he thought that he was free from sin. But then the law did its work. In responding to the question about law and sin, the Apostle recalls this. "Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law." "Known" is used in an experiential sense here. Sure we can know that there is sin in the world without the law, but you will become convinced of the presence of sin in your life only through the law.

To illustrate just how this happens, the Apostle shares with us his experience. "For I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet." Evidently the man had identified sin only with outward actions. He had felt free from sin because he had not killed anyone, bowed before any idols, or stolen anything. Then one day the tenth commandment confronted him. It declared that the inner desire for the forbidden thing could be just as sinful as the outward act. The law is not just concerned about the outward act, but with inner feelings and the like. This confrontation with the law revealed the presence of this sin in the life of Paul, as it will in the life of each of us. He began to recognize that though he had never committed adultery with another man's wife, there were times when he had an intense desire to do just this ‑‑‑ and this was a violation of the commandment of God. Though he had not outwardly stolen another man's property, there were times when he had had an intense desire for another man's property ‑‑‑ and in the eyes of God this was sin. Though he had not murdered anyone, there were times when in the heat of anger he had wanted to destroy his fellowman, and before God this too was sin. The law did not place the sinful desire in the heart of the Apostle, but it exposed its presence.

This is the reason that all self‑righteous man needs to be confronted with the law of God. While they may be able to declare themselves righteous, an entrance of the law of God into their lives will soon convince them that sin is very much present in their lives. Such sin is present in every life, but some are just willfully ignorant of it.

THE LAW REVEALS THE POWER OF SIN
When a man begins to take seriously the law of God, he will soon discover just how powerful the sin principle is. This was the discovery of Paul. "But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.''

Let us see if we can trace this very common experience. There was a period in the life of Paul when he felt rather secure in his relationship of God and sin. Because he was not guilty of any flagrant open violations of the law of God, he felt himself to be free from sin and acceptable before God. He was ready to take his chances on gaining entrance into the presence of God on his own merits. Then one day the tenth commandment became "alive'' unto him. It really confronted him with the knowledge that those inner desires he had been commonly experiencing were sin also. Evidently then and there, he decided that he would quit those evil desires. He began to focus his whole attention on them in an attempt to rid himself of them. If God had said "Thou shalt not covet", then he would not covet.

A strange thing happened. The sin principle that was present in the life of Saul the religious man from Tarsus began to use the commandment as a base of operation. This is what the expression "taking occasion" means. It was used of a military base of operations, a camp from which they were supplied and moved out to battle. The sin principle began to use this commandment to stir up in the sinner all kind of desires. "Concupiscence" means an intense and evil desire. The law brought out springtime to the sin principle. Whereas it had been lying dormant in the life of the sinner, the law was like the warm spring sun. The sin sprang to life, and hopes and aspirations of the sinner died. Slowly it began to dawn upon Paul that he could not keep this commandment of God. The sin within him was just too powerful. The more he focused his attention upon the commandment, the more determined he became to keep this commandment, the more aware he became of the might of the sin principle within him. "For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me." Sin soon demonstrates its power to deceive and to kill.

Just how aware are you of the power of sin in your life? If you want the power of sin to be demonstrated clearly in your life, just become serious about the keeping of the law of God. Just take the tenth commandment, like Paul, and begin to try to keep all of the desires of your life straight. You will soon find that the sin principle within you is much more powerful than your ability of resolve or will. The law exposes the power of sin.

THE LAW REVEALS THE SINFULNESS OF SIN
The law of God is good. It is holy like the God who gave it. God's purpose in giving the law of God to man was good. Yet sin, the sin within man, takes the law of God and makes it the occasion of death rather than life. This is just one indication of the corrupt and evil nature of sin. "Was that then which is good made death unto me? God forbid." The death was caused not by the law, but by the sin principle which misused the law of God. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.''

This is just the way of sin. It uses that which God gave to help and bless man to curse and destroy him. This is exactly what sin did with the holy law of God. It actually took the holy law, which was given to show man the way of life, and used it to arouse in man sinful desires which led him to commit sinful acts. However all of this still fulfills the purpose of God for it enables man to realize just how exceedingly sinful sin really is. Sin is a terrible evil, a death‑dealing monster in the life of each of us. We would never have known its true character apart from the law of God.

The emphasis of this passage is clear. While God's law is powerless to make you holy, it does make man know that he is not holy. While it cannot impart holiness, it can reveal the presence, power, and sinfulness of sin. Also though it cannot give life, it makes man aware that he does not have life, that he is dead in trespasses and sin. This is good. A man will never know the resurrection power of God in his life until he first recognizes that he is dead. The trouble with modern man is that he is self‑deceived and sin‑deceived. He actually believes himself to be all right.

Also and importantly, though the law cannot deliver from sin, it can help a man know that he needs a "Deliverer". The law will soon convince a man that his only hope is for a "Deliverer", a Savior. This is the reason that the Apostle tells us that the "law is a school master to bring us to Christ." The law is the servant of God that helps man know his sinfulness. A man is a fool if he tries to find deliverance from sin through keeping the law. But he is also a fool if he ignores what the law is revealing to him about himself. Man's only hope of ever being holy is by placing his faith in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. The purpose of the law is to make man know this. Thank God for the law!

